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man can acquire in land, the gift of nature, is that
which he creates for himself by what he puts into
it by way of labour and investment alike for
his own and for the common good. Now, a
slayer of game does nothing for the land over
which he roams ; he clears no forest, he drains
no marsh, he embanks no river, he plants no
tree, he cultivates no garden, he builds no
city; what he finds at his birth he leaves
at his death; and no more property would,
under such conditions, accrue to him in the soil
than in the air. But, in dealing with such, tribes
as the Sioux and the Delawares, is it wise to be
always bringing our political logic to the front?
A law which the strong has to enforce, and which
weighs upon the weak, may be tempered with
mercy, even when it cannot be generally set aside.
A little love, say the philanthropists, may go a
long way. The land is here; we come and seize
it; gaining for ourselves a possession of untold
wealth, while driving the hunter from rivers and
forests which before our coming had yielded his
family the means of life. Ours is the profit, his
the loss. Our wants can hardly be the measure
of our rights; and if the Walla-Wallah has few
rights in the soil; the stranger who displaces